Group Enters Fray
For Liberalization

Of Postal System

Belglan Senator Leads
Lobhy Seaking Change
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BRUSSELSE — A newly miared coali-
tion bos Jedned a highly charped pobice-
cal batile sbout openlng pearal aisiness
in the Eurvpewn Unign to mere com-
mercdal competizion,

Launehed Monday, the Free and Fair
Past Initiative includes trode proups such
a5 EuroCemmerce and the assaclation of
French hisipesses knowr: g5 MEDEF and
companiea such a8 Tnited Pares] Secvioe
Ine,

The allance is led by Philipps Bod-
sun, & Belgian senntoe and a former boag
of the codpbnd's langest electricity ability,
win koemws all about the ups and dewns
of Uberalizing moropolies: He presided
| e Tracteh 34 hack when The BL was
busy dismuntling electricity monapolies.
“Weas 1 really acting b advanee lberal-
izutlom 1o Belglum? Mo’ he recalls,
adding, "Don't &sk me o ozaw aff the
branch ['m sitdog an.'”

Mow, K, Bodson is asking postal mo-
rapolies to de just chat 20d da 1 fast, The
Eurepean Commissien's direciive on the
sunject 18 hanging in Bmba, with sazioos
EU member states refuslng to glgn on e it
I it eicrent foro.

The unlons have alae weighed L, a3
Ing thal Liberallzation w69l wipe out thou-
sands nf Jobe. “We wender whe e com.
mizsian is werking fr und whose interests
ﬂlE':." are prometing, Jakn Pedersen, beasd
af Unien Netwerk International's Koee-
Dean postal section, sald ceceotly,

It i= in this climate that e, Badson's
alliaoce is toying to moke its case. “YWe
have declded o prganize ourselves,’” be
gitys, 50 fur “oppoments (of lbeealizstlon)
have heen much more yiocal,™

Far new, tha objesti=es of the alllance,
called the Free and Fair Post Ioilialive, ace
deeidedly medeat. Inls sHIl oaking Gy moee
potential members to come ot of dhe wood-
wark. It's nn easy tagk, Mr. Badsan savs,
dutne cucrent members, fearful af angeelng
poatal marapolies, have reguesied M, Bod-
som ned do relense thair names puhbbely.

anme ather big corparate clicots of
pusta! companies have redd ki they won't
Joim in the efforn because they pet good
bulk dHacounts from the incambsrnts.,

"'When veo are the one who's getting a
goad del, ™ whng woild vou coonplain?, BT,
Bodson puks. The commizelon's new pea-
pasals Tor likeralizaticn eovizion further
Umiting the monopaly of incumBbents by
reducing the weight of letters nunder which
[hESE companien hawe exclisive Hghts,

The welght currently stands gt 330
grams, and the eammission wanls it re-
| duced to &0 grams.




